
LONG TERM CURRICULUM PLAN 

 

YEAR: Nursery / Reception  Cycle 1   2011/12 2014/15 

 
AUTUMN 

 

SPRING SUMMER 

THEME: 

 

what Nursery Rhymes do you know 
 

Challenge:  

Can we learn eight nursery rhymes? 

Can you hear the words that rhyme? 

 

A2 lets investigate Colour and Light 
 

Challenge:  

What are shadows? 

How do you change colours? 

What light sources do we know? 

Which colours do you know? 

 

THEME: 

 

SP1 what time is it? 
 

Challenge:  

What seasons do you know? 

When is your birthday? 

What days of the week do you know? 

How do we know if it is night/day? 

What can you use to tell the time? 

What did you do when you were a baby? 

SP2 where does food come from? 
Challenge:  

What food do you like? 

What foods are good for us? 

Where does our food come from? 

What food do they eat around the world? 

Why do we need food? 

 

 

 

 

THEME: 

 

S1 Fairy tales 
Challenge: 

What stories begins once upon a time? 

Can you retell/sequence a fairy story? 

Can you name fairy tale characters? 

What happens in a fairy tale? 

 

S2 Where we live 
Challenge: 

Where do you live? 

Where does your family live? 

What is there to see in our local community? 

What different types of homes are there? 

What are different homes made from? 

 



SUBJECT  LINKS: 

 

A1  what Nursery Rhymes do 

you know 
 

 

PSRN  

counting, comparatives, pattern, shape, 

positional language, 2D shape, more / less, 

number recognition – ordering number 

rhymes 

 

CLLD 

Rhyming words, explore musical 

instruments. hearing rhythm in words, 

alliteration,  reciting nursery rhymes from 

memory, write dance, name writing, writing 

patterns. To follow a rhythm (clapping, 

clicking, on instruments etc.) Puppet theatre.  

Instruments. 

Dance to nursery rhyme tape. 

Playing instruments in rhythm of a nursery 

rhyme. 

Learning and singing nursery rhyme. 

 

 

KUW 

Exploring & investigating wool, eggs, shiny 

objects, water and gutters.  

Cooking- star biscuits, jam tarts. 

Investigating the science baskets- Water- 

pouring, gutters, filling buckets. Explore the 

SUBJECT  LINKS: 

 

SP1 what time is it? 
 

 

 

PSRN 

counting, , comparatives, pattern, shape, 

positional language, 2D shape, more / less, 

number recognition – ordering, (non)/ 

standard time units. 

 

CLLD 

Letters and Sounds, focus on information 

texts, recount, sequencing and instructional 

writing, letter formation, write dance, name 

writing, writing patterns, time vocabulary. 

 

KUW 

Make clocks.  

Developing a sense of time.  

Time challenges.  

Different features of the seasons. 

 

PSED 

Developing a sense of self.  

Sense of achievement.  

Developing independence skills. 

 

CD 

Make calendar.    Day/night pictures.  

Collage seasons.  Paint seasons pictures. 

Collages of trees in variety of seasons. 

SUBJECT  LINKS: 

 

S1 What begins once upon a time? 
 

 

 

PSRN 

counting, comparatives, pattern, shape, 

positional language, 2D & 3D shape, more / 

less, number recognition – ordering, sorting, 

calculating. 

 

CLLD 

Story writing, story telling, character 

descriptions, sequencing, hot seating, 

alternative endings, fairy story vocabulary 

speech bubbles, invitations, messages. 

 

 

KUW 

Making spells. 

Making role play props. 

Building castles/looking at castles. 

Make magic potions combining different 

ingredients and recording effects 

Use the traditional stories as stimuli to create 

objects, models and mini environments:- 

Make castles         magic wands 

Plant beanstalks     

Historical role play- knights, princess 

Bee bot programming 

Use simple computer programs after a 

demonstration. 



properties of water.  Rain gauge. Flow of 

water.  

Eggs. compare hard and soft boiled. 

Why do they break? Hard and soft landings 

Bubble/ streamer/ windmills 

Wall rubbings.  Building walls.  Brick 

patterns which is the best and why. 

Making tarts/ buns. 

DT moving pictures. (with split pins) 

Night and stars. Compare light and dark. 

Torches in dark areas.  

Spiders webs- look at the pattern. Weave 

webs. 

 

 

PSED exploring the feelings of characters in 

nursery rhymes and expressing our feelings. 

Rules and routines. Playing with others and 

sharing. Caring for living feelings. 

Doctors structured play. 

 

CD 

Exploring materials 

Wool collage 

Making spiders. Make Mary Mary garden 

Making stars. Making Humpty Dumptys 

Dance- write dance and rhythm. 

Role play, topic songs. 

To follow a rhythm (clapping, clicking, on 

instruments etc.) Puppet theatre.  

Instruments.  

Dance to nursery rhyme tape. 

Playing instruments in rhythm of a nursery 

Vivaldi- winter and summer. 

Sound effects for stories.  

Topic songs. 

Featured artists, 

Making musical instruments 

Listening and discussing different types of 

music 

 

PD 

Timed obstacle course, Time games – What 

Time is it MR Wolf? Gymnastics 

 

 

SP 2 where does food come 

from? 

 
 

PSRN 

counting, comparatives, pattern, shape, 

positional language, 2D & 3D shape, more / 

less, number recognition – ordering, sorting, 

calculating. 

 

CLLD 

Letters and Sounds, focus on information 

texts, recount, sequencing and instructional 

writing, recipe writing, shopping lists, 

simple sentences, letter formation, write 

dance, name writing, writing patterns, food 

vocabulary. 

 

KUW 

 

 

PSED  good and bad.  Resolving conflict 

Family relationships.  

 

CD  

draw a picture of what they think the troll 

would look like. design a hat for a prince or 

princess and decorate it. 

Music to suit the various characters 

Use the traditional stories as stimuli to create 

objects, models and mini environments:- 

Listening and discussing different types of 

music 

recognising and understanding how sounds 

can be changed 

understanding that musical instruments 

make sounds in different ways. 

 

 

PD- Travel across all four sides of the 

climbing frame without touching the floor. 

Football – stop the ball & kick it back 

Using hoops / ball and catchers / yo-yos / 

skipping ropes 

 

 

 

S2 - Where we live 
  

PSRN 

counting, comparatives, pattern, shape, 



rhyme. 

Learning and singing nursery rhyme. 

Learning the names of a variety of 

instruments and how to play them. 

 

PD 
Dance – Action songs - In and out the dusty 

bluebells, Oranges and lemons, Write 

Dance, Bean warm-up, Parachute games. 

 

Visits and visitors:   cinema  

 

A2- Colour and light 
 

PSRN  
counting, comparatives, pattern, shape, 

positional language, 2D shape, more / less, 

number recognition – ordering number 

rhymes. Time. Sorting. 

 

CLLD 

Write dance, name writing, writing 

Descriptive language and vocabulary: 

fireworks, candle, dark nights,  

Instruction writing. Labelling. 

Sequencing. 

ORT the hedgehog. 

Card writing. 

 

KUW 

Seasons, light and dark 

Shadows, torches, dark area, shadow 

Cooking activities.  

Where food comes from.  

Senses.  

Growing our own vegetables.  

Sorting food.  

Using tools in cooking. 

 

PSED 

Expressing likes and dislikes.  

Circle time games using senses.  

 

CD 

Observational drawing. 

Fruit/veg printing, 

Clay/salt dough food 

Features artists 

Topic songs.  

Role play shop/café/ market stall/garden 

centre. 

Making musical instruments 

Listening and discussing different types of 

music 

 

 

PD 

Using tools in cooking/growing vegetables. 

Gymnastics. 

Digging. 

Bean Game.  

positional language, 2D & 3D shape, more / 

less, number recognition – ordering, sorting, 

calculating. Directions. 

 

CLLD 

Letters and Sounds, focus non fiction texts, 

recount, labelling, recount, simple sentences, 

letter formation, write dance, name writing, 

writing patterns, local environment 

vocabulary. Environmental print. 

 

Knowledge and Understanding 

Looking at different homes. Different 

materials. 

Construction/ junk modelling 

Google maps. Maps and local area maps. 

Bee-bots. Treasure hunts 

 

Personal Social Emotional 

Playing/working co-operatively 

Turn-taking 

Road safety Invite a lollipop person in to 

talk to the children. 

People who help us.  

 

CD 

Observational drawing.  Looking at different 

artists’ work .  

Builder’s role play 

Listening and discussing different types of 

music 

recognising and understanding how sounds 

can be changed 



puppets, kalidoscopes, mirrors. Colour 

paddles. Simple electric cercits 

Rainbows, oil in water 

 

PSED 

Circle games, Festivals of light  

Co-operative games, Bonfire safety  

 

CD 

Colour mixing 

Puppet making 

Glitter, firework pictures 

Wax pictures with wash 

Turner, Picasso, Pollock 

Streamers, windmills,  

Drama.  

 

PD  
Dance – Action songs - In and out the dusty 

bluebells, Oranges and lemons, Write 

Dance, Bean warm-up, Parachute games 

 

Visits and visitors:   sparks gym 

understanding that musical instruments 

make sounds in different ways. 

 

 

PD 

Large construction, Local walks, Den 

making.   

Game skills. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LONG TERM CURRICULUM PLAN 

 

YEAR: Nursery / Reception  Cycle 2  2010/11  2012/13 

 
AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER 

Theme: 

 

A1 what do we know about ourselves 
 

Challenge: What do we know about 

ourselves? 

How are we the same/different from each 

other? 

Can you name all your body parts? 

What changes happen as we grow? 

 

Theme:  
 

SP1 Hot and Cold 

Challenge: How does temperature change 

things? 

What can you do when it is hot/cold? 

What do you wear when it is hot/cold? 

How can we keep safe when it is hot/cold? 

 

 

SP2 Living things 

Theme: 

 

SU1 Traditional tales  
Challenge: What is a traditional story? 

Can you retell/sequence a traditional story? 

Can you name characters from a traditional 

story? 

 

 

SU2 Transport 
Challenge:  



 

A2 Toys 
Challenge: How are toys different? 

What are toys made out of? 

What is your favourite toys? 

What toys did children play with in the past? 

 

 

 

 

 

Challenge:  

What are living things? 

Which things grow? 

How do living things grow? 

What do living things need to grow? 

 

How do things move? 

How do people travel? 

How can we keep safe on the road? 

Can you recognise and name different items 

of transport? 

SUBJECT  LINKS: 

 

A1 Ourselves   
 

PSRN –  
counting, , comparatives, pattern, shape, 

positional language, 2D shape, more / less, 

number recognition - ordering 

 

CLLD –  
rhyming, emergent writing, emergent 

reading, labelling, explore musical 

instruments. Hearing rhythm in words, 

alliteration,  reciting body nursery rhymes 

from memory, write dance, name writing, 

writing patterns. Body vocabulary. 

Experimenting with mark making. Listening 

games. 

 

KUW –  

body vocabulary, senses, baby to adult.  

Taste testing (like and dislike-why?) 

SUBJECT  LINKS: 

 

Hot and Cold 
 

PSRN –  

ounting, comparatives, pattern, shape, 

positional language, 3D/2D shape, 

measuring, 1 more / 1 less, number 

recognition – ordering and sequencing, 

 

CLLD 

Descriptive vocabulary. Letters and 

Sounds,  recount, sequencing and 

instructional writing, letter formation, write 

dance, name writing, writing patterns. 

 
KUW- weather boxes, freezing and melting, 

cooking, ice, animals, safety, arctic, jungle, 

holidays, packing suitcase. Waterproof 

materials. 

 

SUBJECT  LINKS: 

 

Traditional Tales 
 

PSRN –  
counting, comparatives, pattern, shape, 

positional language, calculating (addition & 

subtraction) 

3D/2D shape, measuring, number 

recognition – ordering and sequencing, 

 

CLLD –  
fiction / story structure*, hot-seating - 

questioning, story writing, story ends, role 

play – How do traditional stories start? 

openers, story sacks, make up our own 

traditional stories 

 

PSED good and bad.  Resolving conflict 

Family relationships.  

 



Listening games (sound tape, guess the 

sound etc.) 

Blind mans bluff 

Smelling games- herbs, guess the smell, like 

and dislike-why? 

Feely bag      

 

 

PSED - emotions, safety, feelings, family 

role play, personal hygiene 

 

CD – body percussion, topic songs. Self 

portrait paintings.  Home corner role play. 

Baby clinic etc. Printing with a variety of 

objects 

Printing with body parts 

Observational drawing of faces 

Mixing skin colours 

 

 

PD – action songs/ fine motor skills, gross 

motor skills, exploring movement 

 

A2 Toys 
PSRN  
counting, comparatives, pattern, shape, 

positional language, 2D shape, more / less, 

number recognition – ordering.  number 

rhymes. Sorting  

 

CLLD – Non-fiction books, story sacks, 

rhyming, guided reading, labelling, captions, 

PSED – Keeping safe.  Discuss how the 

weather makes us feel.  Dressing for the 

weather.  Likes and dislikes. 

 

CD Hot and cold colours, collage, colour 

mixing. 

 

PD – Hot/cold game.  Gymnastics.  Weather 

dances. 

 

 

Sp- Living Things 
PSRN 

counting, comparatives, pattern, shape, 

positional language, 2D & 3D shape, more / 

less, number recognition – ordering, sorting, 

calculating. 

 

CLLD -  non-fiction, new vocab., labelling, 

Jack and the Beanstalk / Jasper’s Beanstalk / 

Enormous Turnip / Hungry Caterpillar, 

Handa’s Surprise, instructional writing, 

sequencing, role play, hot-seating – 

questioning 

KUW– animal babies, living and non living, 

ways animals move, planting, life cycles, 

growing.   

Foods in cooking, growing cress, what foods 

we can eat. 

Questions and investigating eg what 

conditions are needed for growth? What are 

living things? 

KUW – story maps, construction work, 

bridges, houses, building materials, puppets 

Cooking: gingerbread men, turnip soup, 

bread, porridge. 

Plant beanstalks     

Use the traditional stories as stimuli to create 

objects, models and mini environments:- 

 

CD – Puppets.  Draw a picture of what they 

think the troll would look like. design a hat 

for a prince or princess and decorate it. 

Music to suit the various characters 

Use the traditional stories as stimuli to create 

objects, models and mini environments 

 

PD - Using hoops / ball and catchers / yo-

yos / skipping ropes.   Travel across all four 

sides of the climbing frame without touching 

the floor. 

Football – stop the ball & kick it back 

 

 

Transport 
PSRN counting, comparatives, pattern, 

shape, positional language, 2D & 3D shape, 

more / less, number recognition – ordering, 

sorting, calculating. Directions. 

 

CLLD| – Guided reading, rhyming, key 

word games, alliteration, Big book – Train 

Ride, Whatever Next? 

non-fiction, new vocabulary, index, contents 



Write dance, name writing, writing 

Descriptive language and vocabulary: 

fireworks, Divali 

Instruction writing. Labelling. 

Sequencing.  Writing lists. 

 

KUW 

- sorting by use,  

- look at discuss and sort,  

- toys for babies / children/ animals,  

- what are toys made out of?  

- toys from around the world 

- what do tracks look like (sand / paint) 

     - old and new toys 

     - push and pulls , how they work,    

materials 

 

PSHE – looking after my favourite toys, 

how to play with toys, how do you feel 

when you lose a toy? 

 

CD – making different types of puppets, 

clay teddies, observational drawings, 

different tracks, junk modelling of toys 

 

PD – using hoops / ball and catchers / yo-

yos / skipping ropes 

- skittles, jigsaws 

- remote control cars 

- number games with bean bags / balls 

- robot dance / toy dance 

 

Visits / visitors 

Dye experiment 

Living and non-living – sorting 

Leaf hunt / leaf printing / leaf patterns 

Plants from around the world 

 

PSED- care of animals and plants, care for 

our environment.   

 

CD – Songs – Mary Mary, In my little 

garden, 5 fat peas, dingle dangle, oats and 

beans, found an apple,  

‘Sunflower’ – Van Gogh, ‘Poppy Field’ 

Monet  

 plant rubbings, vegetable prints / leaf prints, 

observational drawing, grass heads 

 

PD – Dance – Action songs - In and out the 

dusty bluebells, Oranges and lemons, Write 

Dance, Bean warm-up, Drama outside – 

climbing frame beanstalk 

 

Visits/visitors 

Smithills Farm 

Tropical World 

Animal Quackers 

Police dogs 

Hedgehog recue society 

 

 

KUW – different forms of transport, floating 

and sinking, sorting vehicles, types of cars – 

electric cars, parts of cars, how cars work, 

outdoor - road signs 

 

PSED – safety, road safety, car behaviour, 

people who help us, emergency vehicles, 

train structured play 

 

CD – making models - cars, boats, rockets + 

fuel, paper aeroplanes, what is the best 

wheel shape? 

 - role play, outdoor big trains / cars, 

runaway train Turner boats, Monet railways 

train Turner boats, Monet railways 

 

PD – obstacle courses with bikes, traffic 

lights, bike track, write dance train, 

Developing fine motor skills 

Using kites and streamers 

Use of wheeled toys 

Developing awareness of space 

 

 

Visits / visitors 

Fire station 

Heaton park 

Railway Station / Train to Hebden Bridge 

Touchstone toy boxes 

Manchester Airport 

Canal walk 



Legoland  

Touchstone toy boxes 

Local park 

 

 

 

 

 


